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In the late 20™ century, the feminist historian of science Margaret W. Rossiter coined the term
“Matilda Effect” to describe the historical process by which women’s scientific discoveries tend
to be attributed to their male partners or colleagues [1]. The world of archaeology is certainly
not immune to this systemic and persistent invisibilisation of women. As part of ongoing
struggles against inequality and discrimination in our discipline [2], several projects aim at
giving women their rightful place in the history of archaeology [3]. Following in the footsteps
of such projects and, more generally, of recent works honouring women’s contributions to
history, the arts and science [4], the Ecole francaise d’Athénes will host, on the symbolic date
of March 8, a one-day workshop dedicated to unsung women who have pioneered archaeology
in Greece.

In spite of the obstacles that they faced to participate actively in excavations, to lead
projects and to get academic appointments, women did contribute to the development of
archaeology in Greece during the first decades of the 20" century. They worked on site, in
storerooms, in museums and in classrooms, pursuing noteworthy archaeological careers. Yet,
few of these women have attained wide recognition. Among the best known names are Anna

Apostolaki (the first Greek woman to work as a professional archaeologist and the first woman
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to be admitted to the Archaeological Society of Athens [5]), Harriet Boyd Hawes (the first
woman to direct an archaeological expedition in Greece [6]) and Semni Papaspyridi-Karouzou
(the first woman appointed curator of antiquities by the Greek Archaeological Service, most
renowned for her role in protecting the collections of the National Archaeological Museum in
Athens during World War 1l [7]). Many others are commonly overlooked. Little is known of
the women who worked in the shadow of their male spouses, mentors or colleagues and saw
their work belittled, appropriated or blatantly plagiarized [8]. As to those who published their
own research, they have generally fallen victim to the gender gap in citations, thus being
commonly omitted in reviews and syntheses. It is these hidden figures that our workshop
focuses on. By telling the accomplishments and the legacy of under-recognized and
unrecognized women archaeologists, we aim to bring their contribution into focus and help to
write a more inclusive history of the archaeology of Greece.

We are welcoming proposals for biographic communications (15-20 minutes) focusing
on an unsung pioneer woman archaeologist who conducted research in Greece or on the ancient

Greek world. Abstracts (up to 500 words, in English) can be sent to sylviane.dederix@efa.gr

until 20 January 2023. Following the workshop, a compendium of short biographies (ca. 2000
words each) will be published in the Bulletin de Correspondance Hellénique in the form of a

collective article written jointly by all participants in the workshop.
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