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Few historians have had such a lasting impact on the study of the history of Cyprus under Latin 
rule as Louis de Mas Latrie (1815-1897), whose research also encompassed Frankish Greece, the 
medieval Mediterranean, and medieval studies in general. Trained at the École des Chartes, he was 
the first archivist and palaeographer to work on Frankish expansion in the medieval Mediterranean 
and the first to serve the aspirations of the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres to assess 
the Frankish heritage of the Greek and Muslim East with scientific rigour. 

Louis de Mas Latrie’s contribution is characterised first and foremost by the publication of 
documentary sources from French, Italian, and Catalan archives and libraries, explored during 
several missions carried out at the instigation of French ministries and other public institutions. 
The continuous enrichment of this corpus of edited documents remained paramount throughout 
his career, during much of which his historical reflection receded into the background. Out of his 
vast scientific output, sixty-one titles concern Frankish and Venetian Cyprus, while five deal with 
the Latin principalities in Greece. In addition to his published works, Louis de Mas Latrie also left 
behind a great number of unpublished texts, held by the Bibliothèque nationale de France and the 
Archives nationales, which shed light his working methods. 

Louis de Mas Latrie was also actively involved in civic life. He was one of the founding members 
of the Œuvre des Écoles d’Orient in 1856, demonstrating his concern to support the life of 
Christian communities in the Near East. A fervent Christian, he was elevated to the dignity of 
Roman Count by Pius IX in 1875. Therefore, his perception of the Frankish and Catholic medieval 
past may have been affected by his civic and political commitments. 

The aim of the present conference is to understand the work of Louis de Mas Latrie and the context 
within which it was produced. Scholars are invited to explore: 

 Mas Latrie’s place in the historiographical trends of the years 1850-1880; 
 his ideology within the context of French imperialism in the Eastern Mediterranean 

during the years 1850-1880 and of rivalry with the British Empire; 
 his historical method, his annotated editions of sources, and his contribution to 

auxiliary sciences (diplomatics, numismatics, sigillography, epigraphy); 
 his trip to Cyprus, his view of Cypriot society, monuments, and past; 



 his research missions to European cities (Venice, Florence, Rome, Valletta, Barcelona, 
Palermo) for documents on Frankish expansion in the Mediterranean; 

 his relations with diplomats, archaeologists, and historians of the Latin East (Marcello 
Cerruti, Major Tankerville J. Chamberlayne, Paul Riant, Charles Schefer, etc.); 

 his scientific legacy (archives, epigraphy, ideology) and the reception of his work by 
Greek scholars (e.g., the controversy with Konstantinos Sathas or the criticism by 
Philios Zannetos). 

This list is not exhaustive and does not cover all possible research themes pertaining to Mas Latrie 
and his scholarly work. All proposals for papers will be considered for inclusion in the conference’s 
programme. 

Thirty-minute papers, to be delivered in French, Greek, English, or Italian, will be pre-published 
on the digital platform https://frankika.efa.gr/ before final publication in paper form by the 
Éditions de l’École française d’Athènes. The conference will be accessible in a hybrid format (face-
to-face and online). 

This conference is part of the Écrire l’histoire de la Grèce franque (Writing the history of Frankish Greece) 
project, run by the École française d’Athènes and the GRHis (UR 3831): 
https://www.efa.gr/grece-franque/. It is the third meeting after those previously organised on 
Charles Du Cange (Mont Saint-Aignan, 2022) and Jean-Alexandre Buchon (Athens, 2023). 

 

Deadline for submissions: please send paper title and short abstract (100-150 words) by 20 
December 2023. 

Contact email: frankika@efa.gr  
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