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No study of Venetian Crete and its monuments can ignore the work of Giuseppe Gerola (1877-1938). Although 
he explored several regions of Greece—Corfu, Rhodes, and the Sporades—the material he collected during his 
missions to Crete in 1900-1902 constitutes his main contribution to our knowledge of the period of Latin 
domination over the Greek lands. Undertaken under the auspices of several Italian institutions, in particular the 
Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti, his investigations resulted in a major publication: Monumenti veneti 
dell'isola di Creta. The four volumes, published between 1905 and 1932, document the remains of the Venetian 
presence in Crete in all their diversity. Thanks to this work, the Venetian period of Cretan history became an 
independent field of scientific study. 
 
Trained in Padua and Florence, Gerola later perfected his skills in Berlin and Freiburg, acquiring expertise in 
medieval history, philology, and paleography. His extensive work in the archives of Venice and the manuscripts of 
the Biblioteca Marciana prepared him for his missions, and he had become a true specialist in Latin Greece when 
he was sent to Crete at the age of twenty-two. Despite his lack of experience in the field, his contribution remains 
impressive: he published Cretan inscriptions, completing the work of Stephanos Xanthoudidis, and compiled a 
topographical inventory of the painted churches of Crete, which remains indispensable as it describes wall 
paintings that are now damaged or even lost. In addition to meticulous descriptions of the island's military 
installations and civil buildings, Gerola reflected on urban planning and documented more modest heritage, such 
as the coats of arms of Venetian families and ancient church bells, using drawings and photographs. His efforts to 
identify the painters active in Crete at the end of the Middle Ages and the specific iconographic themes he 
brought into focus, such as portraits of donors and representations of the Last Judgment, remain of interest for 
historians and art historians.  
 
Gerola's successive positions at the head of various institutions—museums in Bassano and then Verona, the 
Superintendency of Monuments in Venice and then Romagna, the Regional Office of Monuments, Fine Arts, and 
Antiquities in Trento—kept him away from Greece, but his publications reflect his constant interest in Crete and 
the Latin presence in the eastern Mediterranean. His archives, divided between the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, 
Lettere ed Arti, the Fondazione Biblioteca San Bernardino, and the Buonconsiglio Castle (Trento), provide 
valuable insight into his working methods. 



 
The aim of the conference is twofold: to evaluate Gerola's scientific legacy and to understand the development of 
his work and its place in the discipline. Papers may address, but are not limited to, the following topics: 
 

• Gerola and historiographical trends in the first half of the 20th century; 
• the material collected during various expeditions (Crete, the Ionian Islands, Rhodes, and the 

Dodecanese), its value, and its role in current research; 
• Gerola's ideology in the context of Italian expansion in the Mediterranean; 
• his travels in Crete, his view of the island, its monuments, landscapes, and inhabitants; 
• his scientific relationships, particularly with Cretan scholars and the Italian Archaeological School of 

Athens; 
• the reception of his work, particularly in Greece and Italy; 
• Gerola's relationship to the history of Byzantine art. 

 
Titles and abstracts are to be submitted by January 10, 2026. 
Contacts : frankika@efa.gr | cristina.setti@unipd.it | ioannou@uoc.gr | nicolas.varaine@ephe.psl.eu 
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