For its 2026 edition, the workshop focuses on the theme of Women Archaeologists
and War. It examines the activities of women archaeologists in Greece in the period
from 1910 to 1950, a time characterised by successive and related conflicts across
Europe, from the Balkan Wars to World War One and World War Two. This period
also includes the interwar years, the time after the end of World War Two, and the
Greek Civil War. How did women archaeologists in Greece participate in these war
efforts? Can archaeological archives help us to trace women's roles in wartime?
Women archaeologists took on various tasks in wartime: as nurses, ambulance \

drivers, code breakers, and aid distributors. They worked in Greek hospitals, with SRR 7 T o e
local war charities, and in intelligence offices based in Athens. One example is

Mercy Money-Coutts, pictured here, who worked with the United Nations Relief

and Rehabilitation Administration in Crete after World War Two. By looking at Monday & Tuesday

women'’s wartime roles in detail, this workshop aims to explore the different ways

that women contributed to war efforts in the early twentieth century, as well as 09 &10/03 /2026 WOMEN ARCHAEOLOGISTS
the different aspects of social and cultural history that their actions illuminate. The
conference devotes particular attention to the contested narratives surrounding AND WAR

women in wartime, examining both the negative and the positive impact of their
actions within the European political landscape. It also highlights intersectional
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Monday, 9 March

Fcole francaise d’Athénes, Conference room, Didotou 6

1700 - 17.20 | Véronique Chankowski Director of the Ecole francaise dAthenes &
Rebecca Sweetman Director of the British School at Athens
Welcome

17.20-17.30 | Rachel Phillips British School at Athens & Priscilla Ralli Ecole francaise
dAthenes

Introduction

17.30 - 18.00 | Sylviane Déderix & Maguelone Bastide

Presentation of the book Pencil and Dust. Women Who Shaped Archaeology
in Greece and the Greek World by Sylviane Déderix & Maguelone Bastide, in
collaboration with Katarzyna Dudlik & Priscilla Ralli

18.00 - 18.30 | Dimitra Kokkinidou Independent Researcher

"ARoom of One's Own": (Re)writing the History of Women in Archaeology

Tuesday, 10 March
British School at Athens, Upper House, Souedias 52

08.45 - 09.00 | Registration

09.00 - 09.20| Rebecca Sweetman Director of the British School ot Athens &
Véronique Chankowski Fcole francaise dAthenes
Welcome & Introduction

09.20 - 09.30 | HM Ambassador to the Hellenic Republic, Mr Matthew Lodge
Welcome Remarks

0930 - 09.50 | Rachel Phillips British School at Athens & Priscilla Ralli Fcole
francaise dAthenes

Introducing Women in Archaeology and War (1910-1950): Crossing Conflicts in
Europe and the Balkans

SESSION | | Political Engagement

09.50 -10.15 | Rebecca Sweetman British School at Athens
Mercy Money Coutts and her Passion for Crete

10.15 - 10.40 | Dimitra Kokkinidou Independent Researcher
Roxani Sotiriadi-Sedgwick and the Entrance of Right-wing Women into Greek
Politics

10.40 - 11.05 | Roderick Bailey Lniversity of Oxford
'l can't think what we should do without her": Sylvia Apostolidou: SOE Agent and
BSA Secretary

11.05 - 11.30 | Artemis Klitsi [ransiator of the Villo Ariacine by Dilys Powell
Elizabeth Dilys Powell: Accounts of War, Accounts of Greece

11.30 - 11.45 | Coffee break

SESSION Il | Museum and Heritage Protection Activities

11.45 - 1215 | Maria Chidiroglou Hellenic Nationa! Archzeological Museum
Greek Women Archaeologists and 20™ Century Wars - War Trauma and Post-war
Restoration Projects

1215 - 12.40 | Vassiliki Pliatsika Hellenic National Archacological Museum

Wishful Thinking. The Role of Women Archaeologists in Forming the New
Museological Narrative of the National Archaeological Museum on the Eve of the
Greco-Italian War

12.40 - 13.05 | Marsha McCoy Southern Methodist University, Dallas
Hetty Goldman: Archaeologist, Wartime Nurse, and Relief Coordinator in Greece

13.05 - 13.20 | Questions & Discussion
13.20 - 14.30 | Lunch break, kindly supported by the British Embassy in Athens

SESSION III | Letting the Archives Speak
14.30 - 14.55 | Eirini Anesti Fcole francaise dAthenes

Behind Trenches and Front Lines: Women on the Macedonian Front during the First
World War

14.55 - 15.20 | Andrea Paribeni Universita di Urbino

Dancing Between Two Wars: Women Students at the Italian Archaeological School
at Athens in the Thirties

15.20 - 15.35 | Coffee break

SESSION IV | Archaeology as a Tool to Show the History of a Country

15.35-16.00 | Charlie Smid \Vrije Universitelt Amsterdam

Being Part of History in a Foreign Country: Emilie Haspels' Wartime Observations
in Turkey (1939-1945)

16.00 - 16.25 | Gorkem Cimen Freelance archaeologist
Karin Leman and Elsa Segerdahl at the Excavations of Labraunda

16.25-16.40 | Questions & Discussion

16.40 - 1715 | Concluding Remarks



