130 Years
of the French School at Athens

Since 1892, the French School at Athens (EFA) has
conducted archaeological research at Delphi, one of the
most important sanctuaries of the ancient Greece.

The Great Excavation carried out between 1892 and 1901
revealed most of the sanctuary and laid the foundations
for the archaeological landscape as it is presented to
visitors today.

Eversince, the EFAhas continued its work across the entire
site, in close partnership with the Greek Archaeological
Service, through excavations, research programmes,
and initiatives dedicated to the conservation and
enhancement of cultural heritage.

Drawing on more than a century of expertise and the
most advanced technologies — including LiDAR, 3D
photogrammetry, drone-based orthophotography, and
materials analysis — EFA teams continue to deepen our
understanding of Delphi.




Preserving and Enhancing
the Sanctuary of Athena Pronaia

Today, the School is developing restoration and heritage
enhancement projects on the terrace of the sanctuary of
Athena Pronaia at Marmaria. Located below the sanctuary
of Apollo Pythios, this area long remained overshadowed
by the latter despite its several remarkable monuments:
the tufa Temple of Athena, the so-called Treasury of
Marseille, the Tholos, and a limestone building.

Since 2017 the French School at Athens and the University
of Lille have been conducting a research programme
designed to better understanding of the sanctuary’s
history, its relationship with the sanctuary of Apollo, and
reassessing the data from excavations carried out in the
early twentieth century.

This remarkable ensemble nevertheless faces several
factors of deterioration: the natural erosion of the terrain,
the impact of tourism and road traffic running above the
site, and the region’s regular seismic activity.

Aerial view of the terrace of the sanctuary of Athena Pronaia,
2022 — EFA, HALMA, Th. Nicg




Restoring a Monument at Risk:
The Exedra of the Amphictyonic
Synedrion

Among the monuments located on the terrace of
Marmaria is the exedra of building SD 43, now identified
as the synedrion of the Amphictyony.

Exedrae were honorary monuments intended to display
statues and receive offerings. Their architecture,
characteristic of the Hellenistic period, reflects the
political and religious importance of the sanctuary of
Delphi.

During the winter of 2022-2023, the western end of the
exedra partially collapsed. Several blocks slipped from
their original positions, further weakening an already
fragile structure. An intervention is now essential to
preserve this monument and ensure that visitors can fully
understand it.

Current state of the exedra ©

Building SD43, nowidentified as the “Synedrion of the Amphictyony”,
with the exedra in the foreground ©

3D model of a partial reconstruction of building SD 43 ©

The project led by the EFA aims to restore the exedra to
its original appearance, as it stood in Antiquity. To achieve
this, the School will dismantle fragile elements, reuse
surviving ancient blocks, and, where necessary, complete
the structure with new stones that will remain clearly
distinguishable.

A specially designed base, adapted to the
will ensure the stability and visual coher
monument.
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The Tholos of Delphi in 3D: A New Way
of Sharing Archaeological Research

Alongside its fieldwork, the French School at Athens is
developing innovative forms of digital publication to
share knowledge with a broad audience.

The Tholos 3D project, conducted in partnership with
a research team from Paris Nanterre University and the
CNRS, focuses on the sculpted decoration of the Tholos
at Delphi, one of the most remarkable monuments of the

sanctuary of Athena Pronaia.

The project aims to create an interactive digital book
dedicated to the sculpted decoration of the Tholos
of Delphi. By incorporating manipulable 3D models,
allowing readers to explore the sculptures from every
angle and examine their details as if standing before the
monument itself.

Its primary objective is to make this heritage accessible
accessible worldwide through an open-access digital
publication. The project also seeks to develop new ways
of presenting and sharing research in the digital age,
combining scholarly text, images, and interactive 3D
objects within a single publication.

By bringing together scientific research and digital
technologies, the project offers a new way to discover
and explore the monuments of Delphi, offering an
unprecedented level of detail and interaction.

The Tholos of Delphi on the terrace of the sanctuary of Athena
Pronaia, 2016 — © ).-Fr. Deltenre

3D reconstruction of a fragment of the Tholos decoration

Tholos de Delphes, restitution extérieure, aquarelle de Kaj Gottlob,
cliché X514 — EFA / Philippe Collet




Help us preserve Delphi
for future generations

Your support is essential to the success of these projects,

which aim to preserve an exceptional archaeological

heritage and pass it on to future generations.

By supporting the French School at Athens, you will

contribute directly to advancing archaeological research,

protecting fragile monuments, and sharing knowledge

with the widest possible audience.

The implementation of these initiatives requires

€150,000.

We would be delighted to discuss how you could become

part of this scientific and heritage endeavour:
mecenat@efa.gr

Together, we can preserve and share the heritage
of Delphi.

For more information, please visit the website of the
French School at Athens:
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